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Relief & Rehabilitation

Rehabilitation of Tsunami Victims
[image: image2.jpg]



T

he first Tsunami Anniversary on 26* December 2005 was organized throughout Tamil Nadu to remember the unforgettable tragedy of last year. It was as usual a series of meetings and ceremonies. But it was also an opportunity for everyone to review the relief and rehabilitation  work  done  for  the  people  affected   by Tsunami in the coastal belt of the State.
The most affected were the marginalized fishermen, Dalit and Tribal communities. The estimates show that the calamity claimed more the lives of children and women than men. The property loss is insurmountable. Those who managed to survive the Tsunami but lost their loved ones and all properties were many and needed psychological assistance. Some of the families had to start their lives all over again.
SAM engaged a team of staff and began relief activities in the Kalpakkam area of Kanchipuram Dt. on 27* of Dec.2004, the very next day of the disaster. SAM adopted mainly the neglected villages of dalits and tribals for its special care. It was proved that even in such a major disaster, Dalits and Tribals were neglected and kept away from relief assistance, both by the people and the officials. Our relief work reached 978 families of these neglected communities in 7 villages around Kalpakkam.
Our immediate relief for 978 families consisted of: •cooked food for a week, • rice and cereals for a month and
· packages containing clothes, vessels and utensils
sufficient for a large family.
· medical and counselingcamps.
Tsunami Relief Distribution
We made also a video film called 'Cast away' and exposed the caste based discrimination in relief operations.
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Rehabilitation Works
SAM moved over from Relief to Rehabilitation works
very fast and our major attention was to rehabilitate the dalit and tribal children, get them back to normalcy, give them confidence and put them back in schools. Evening Study centers (Play school):
We contacted the children and their parents and on their express desire we opened Play and Study Centres in 5 villages, that isSadras, Kalvaikkarai (Dalits), Kalvaikkarai (Tribals), Poikaikkarai and Meyyur. A total of 192 children from Class 1 to Class 10 attended these Evening Centres and benefited.
The children were offered sufficient clothes, books and play materials to build up confidence in them. They were taught new games, dramas and songs. They received nutritious food everyday. And of course, they were eager also to study their regular school subjects and score good marks and were assisted by our animators.. Summer Camps
We conducted 2 summer camps in May 2005 for the students whose dreams were shattered by the Tsunami tides. These camps were held at Sadras and Meyyur to help the students to recover from the shocks and become their normal selves. They were motivated to learn computer operations. Singing, drawing and sports competitions were held to boost their spirits. The summer camp facilitated the children in shaping their General Knowledge and attitude towards society with the efficient resource persons.
School Fees and Uniform clothes:
In June 2005, when the new school year began after summer vacation, there
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Tsunami Relief
was one anxiety for all children and their parents, that is about buying new textbooks, notebooks and clothes. We assisted 192 children with all necessary school stationery and clothes. We invited some high ranking officials and organized a grand function in the first week of June 2005 to encourage the children and their parents. Exposure Visit
The Tsunami Children as they are called now, used to go to the sea to enjoy everyday and particularly during severe summer to beat the heat and pass their leisure time. But now, the sea was no more their friend. And so, they had to do something else to enjoy their summer and Christmas holidays.
So, we took them for two picnic cum exposure visits on 26* May and 29* December 2005 to the Planetarium and other places of interest to children in Chennai. This gave the children a chance to see new places, make new friends and they enjoyed these experiences much. Children Parliament
Children Parliament (CP) is a highly appreciated movement for the children in Kanchipuram District. This empowers the children and gives them societal knowledge and leadership qualities. We felt that organizing Children's Parliaments in the Tsunami affected villages would be very useful. And so, after a series of training sessions, we have organized CPs in Sadras, Kalvoykkarai (Tribals) Kalvoykkarai(Dalits), Poyyakkarai and Meyyurvillages.
When the grand District level CP was organised in Kancheepuram on Nov. 14, 2005, children from the Tsunami areas participated in large numbers and performed very well. Country Boats and Nets
The  tribal   people   in  the  banks  of Buckingham canal in Kalpakkam area were  Medical aid for

Country boats to Tsunami affected Tribals
engaged in fishing with country boats and they owned fishing nets also. These people were not recognized as fishing community by the local government and the traditional sea-going fishermen and they were refused of any relief measures.
SAM identified 30 such families and intended to restore their normal life by providing them new catamarans and fishing nets. In this period we provided 6 Nos. of catamarans and fishing nets, which will be cooperatively used by 30 Tribal families in Kalvoykkarai village. Farm equipments to Tribal Families
Tsunami victims
Some tribal people in Kalvoykkarai are engaged also in agriculture related works, in woodcutting, charcoal making, snake and rats hunting etc. And the Tsunami had carried away all their work tools and deprived them from earning their livelihood. And so, we supplied equipments like iron rods, blades, iron plates, and iron spades. These are very useful for their works of stone breaking, charcoal making, woodcutting etc.
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Ms. Kannagi Bakkianathan IAS distributing Driving Licenses to Tsunami affected Dalit Youths
Tailoring courses
Women in the Tsunami affected area are given Tailoring course for their self-employment or for getting jobs in the Garment factories for their survival. Women in the areas of Sadras, Meyyurkuppam, Sadraskuppam, Poyyakkarai (Dalit area) Kalvoykarai (Dalit area) Kalvoykarai (Tribal area) and Marathottam villages benefit by the Tailoring courses. 18 girls were trained in the first batch. I the present batch, there are 23 girls. We are sure that all girls trained here will get employment, because garment factories need many trained girlsfortheirwork.
Four Wheeler driving course for youth
Some young men affected by Tsunami, requested to be trained in alternative employment oriented trades. And so, we gave them opportunity to learn four wheeler driving. This would assure them jobs in the local industries, with private cab operators and in the tourism sector or to be self employed.
In the past year, two batches of 20 young men have learnt driving and have received the official driving licenses. More people, specially women will be given the same training in the coming period. Bore wells with hand pumps
In the areas like Sadras, Raja Nagar, Poyyakkarai, Kalvoykkarai and Meyyur, water has turned salty after the Tsunami. People were struggling to have good drinking water. We found that at 60 ft depth there was good drinking water available in some spots in the above areas. We sunk

borewells in these areas and found potable water.
After our arranging these borewells, people are very happy because they need not go far away for fetching drinking water. Before they were using the contaminated water polluted by the wastes from the Atomic power plant at Kalpakkam, leading to skin diseases and other problems. Now they are using safe borewell water and they don't have any problems. Because of these 20 families from Poyyakkarai, 82 families from Meyyur and 80 families from Sadras, 90 families of Kalvaikarai village and 70 families of Raja Nagar and totally 332 families have benefited. Disaster Management Awareness programmes
SAM conducted an awareness programmes for the people in coastal areas about the facts and realities of Tsunami and Earthquakes on Sunday the 14* August 2005. The women in Self Help Groups, youth and children attended the programme. The programme offered activities, which have to be followed during such disaster.
Experts in the field taught the first aid measures, do's and don'ts during natural disasters and rescue methods to the participants with demonstration. Mrs. Nirmala from the Social work Department of Stella Maris College, Chennai and her team were the resource persons in the programme. 700 people participated and benefited by this programme.
Mr. Asur Raj, Mr.K.A.Mathews
