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Human Rights Trainings, Interventions
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A

 major reason for rural poverty is lack of unioniza tion among the rural workforce. As they are unor ganized, they become easy victims of exploitation. And so, SAM gives great importance for unionising the rural Dalit, Tribal and Backward class workers. Working amidst much opposition from the rich upper caste landlords, owners of rice mills, stone quarries and sugar factories, we have managed to organize unions for Rural Working Women, Washermen, Irula Tribals and Sugarcane Cutters. Thanks to unionization, training and empowerment opportunities, today these women, washermen, tribals and sugarcane cutters are able to assert their rights,om bonded labour and get just wages for their works
Women's Union (Magalir Shakthi)
Magalir Sakthi has over 5000 women members in 68 villages of Kanchipuram district. For administrative purposes, they operate as 5 federations and 210 Self Help Groups. Its major aim is to fight against caste and gender based atrocities and human rights violations in this district. They are the most active participants in all our struggles for rights over land and common resources.
Land Rights Assertion at Anambakkam
Anambakkam is an interior village, unconnected by proper public transport even today. 65 Backward class families ofthis village had taken over230 acres ofwasteland about 40 years ago, cleared rocks, stones and bushes, leveled it, dug wells and arranged pump sets and began cultivating rice and groundnuts. After many years of hard work, they made these jungle lands cultivable and made their living off it.
In June 2005, the Forest Department with connivance of some local rich people, suddenly entered these rice fields without any forewarning and began to dig pits for planting saplings. In fact, in about 50 acres, they had managed even toplantsaplings.

The people were shocked and did not know how to react. They were afraid to resist the Forest Department as it is a powerful wing of the govt. All they could do was to inform SAM, as they knew that it is the only NGO fighting for people's land rights in this district.
The President and Vice President of SAM along with our staff went to the village immediately, informed the District Collector and got a stay for the tree plantation by the Forest Department. But, as expected very soon the Forest officials vacated the stay and began to destroy groundnut plants and to dig pits and plant saplings.
We realized that this needs to be turned into a mass agitation. And so, we gathered men and women of the village and members of women's union from all the neighboring villages and physically stopped workers of the Forest Department from digging pits and planting saplings in them. When the women went away, the officials tried to continue their mischievous work. This made the women very angry. They reacted with sharp words and carried away the digging and watering tools of the Forest Department. The officials threatened with police and legal action.
The struggle between the village women and the powerful govt. department went on for over 5 months. The women won finally and the forest department had to withdraw completely. Today, the backward class families of Anambakkam village are happy that every inch of their 230 acres of land where they had shed sweat and blood for over 40 years is back with them safely and are very thankful to the women's union and to SAM. Inter Caste Marriages
Dr. Ambedkar has said that inter caste marriage is an important way of destroying the evil of caste. It is the most important tool that can be effectively used to break the chains of caste in its roots. But the caste ridden
society does not approve them, even though they are entirely legal. And so, we consciously promote inter caste marriages.
The Women's Union actively promotes inter caste marriages, even though these have many practical problems. In 2005, they conducted two such marriages, between upper caste
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Democracy is quite
different from a Republic as
well as from Parliamentary
Government. The roots of
democracy lie not in the form
of Government,
Parliamentary or otherwise.
A democracy is more than a
form of Government. It is
primarily a mode of
associated living. The roots
of Democracy are to be
searched in the social
relationship, in the terms of
associated life between the
people who form a society.





boys and dalit girls. They had to face severe threats from the relatives of the caste boys, but the women were steady in theirmission.
Women's Day Celebration
Celebrating meaningfully and usefully the International Women' Day on March 8* has become an annual feature for the women's union. This year the women organized a public meeting on the rights of women. Ms.Arulmozhi, a famous advocate from Chennai, Ms.Aranga.Malliga, a well known writer and Professor in Ethiraj Women's College, Chennai participated and spoke on gender exploitation, inequality in the society and in political power sharing.
Sugarcane Cutters
Another major union promoted by SAM is the union of Sugarcane Cutters. The wages of sugarcane cutters have increased considerably throughout Tamil Nadu. They are also now being paid by the sugar mills directly and not the cane farmers as was done earlier. This has relieved them from many problems.
However, they have other problems which the union needs to address and achieve justice. For instance, even though their work is only cutting the cane in the fields, they are required to bundle, load, transport and unload the cane in the mills. These are obviously three different jobs, but being done by the cutters and without any additional wages.
Moreover, for loading and transporting, they have to wait in the fields, often at odd night hours for the trucks to arrive. Even if they wait for many hours, they do not receive any over-time wages. Their work has risks of life with snake


bites   and   accidents transportation.   But,  they
during are  not covered with medical insurance.
The Union leadership has decided to demand justice on the above issues. On our part, we are making all of them join the Labour Welfare Scheme of the Govt, so that they have atleast minimum security and some benefits.
Washermen
Dalit Washermen are in the lowest rung of the caste hierarchy. After being unionised, a majority of them have given up receiving food as wages. Most of them, particularly the youth, have given up the job of
washing clothes and are taking up other works for their
livelihood.
However, being in the lowest strata of society, they still face many caste-related atrocities. The union is their onlysupportinsuch instances.
Almost all members of the Washermen Union have joined the Govt.'s Labour Welfare Scheme to have atleast minimum security in their lives.
MrsAndal, Mr.Aruldas
Coordinators
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Community Banking Life Security Schemes
[image: image6.jpg]deep yearning for security is common to

all living creatures, particularly humans.

Everyone likes to be sure that her/his life,
family, property and future is secure. That is a
major reason for people saving their money in
banks.

But the banking system in India is such that the g
rural poor, living below poverty line, cannot have
access to banking. And so, Community Banking
was necessary where such poor dalits and tribals
and other marginalized people could save their
small hard-earned savings and also use the money

asand when they need.
People’s bank is now emerging as an

alternative financial source available at the village

itself with people’s access and control. It is born out of
people’s initiative through the Self Help Group movement.
It proves that people have the capacity to save, though in
small amounts, and that they have the technique to lend the
savings to the most deserving among them and at very low
interest rates. This has eliminated the role of money lenders
inthe village community.

Aims of the Community Bank
W Tocreate the habit of savings.

W To prevent people from borrowing for unjust rates
of interest from private individuals.

W To issue small and manageable loans for essential
purposes such as education and income generating
works alone.

B To liberate people from money lenders and
consequent bonded labour system

B To promote the idea and value of “one for all and
allforone”.

B To teach people financial management and
planned use of meager resources.

W To give priority for lending for educational
purposes of children of members.

Our experience in the past two years is that Community
Bank is workable, practical and most useful. All the above
said aims are being achieved slowly. It has good prospects
to grow big and benefit more and more poor families and
provide them the much-needed security, especially in
emergencies.

Labour Welfare scheme

The Labour Department of Gowt. of Tamil Nadu is
conducting a Labour Welfare Scheme (LWS) for the benefit
of unorganized workers. Any worker in the unorganized
sector can join LWS by paying Rs.100 through a registered
trade union. The membership should be renewed each year
by paying Rs.10 as renewal fee. And then, the member
becomes eligible for the following benefits.

Benefits of Labour welfare scheme

W A member can claim Rs.1200, each year for her/his

children studying in Classes VIII - XII.

People’S Bank Details 2005 W Rs.5000 is offered for marriage of the
Member Union No. ot Amount member’s son ordaughter.
Members saved B Rs. 5000 is also paid during
pregnancy/delivery.
17| WismensLinian e BenBniado: W Rs 20,000 to 50,000 is paid in case of
7 TrbaErUmeh 289 accidents, hospitalization, handicap, loss of
57,570 limbs or life.
3 ‘Washermen Union 263 78,814, This LWS is very beneficial and provides some
security to the poor and so we are en-
Total 1625 599,619





couraging all members of our unions to join this scheme. Already 542 members have joined LWS through SAM.
Membership in LWS
LIC's Janashree Bheema Yojana (JBY)
The Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) conducts a similar security scheme called Janashree Bhima Yojana GBY). Any poor family can join JBY by paying Rs.lOO through a selected NGO and claim for benefits as in the LWS. But in JBY, each year Rs.l 00 has to be paid to LIC and in groups of 20 people, to continue to be members and to receive benefits. We are encouraging poor families in rural areas of our district to join JBY and enjoy the security benefits.
We have admitted 1200 Irula Tribals in this scheme of the LIC. The premium amount of Rs.lOO, was paid for all of

them by the Department of Tribal Welfare, thanks to its present Commissioner, Mrs.Kannagi Packianathan IAS.
Ms. Kanchana
Coordinator
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The first Dalit President of India

Dr. K.R. Narayanan was one of the few Indian Presidents with a sense of humour. In a speech he gave at the London School of Economics at its centennial function, Narayanan spoke of the contribution of Jews to LSE and the world.
Here is an extract from this delightful speech: First there was Moses who looked up to the skies and said that everything came from the heavens.
Then came solomon, who looked further down and declared that everything came from the head, that is Wisdom. He was followed by Jesus who looked further down and said that everything came from the heart.
Next was Karl Marx who decreed that everything came from the stomach. Then came Sigmund Freud who looked a little further down and asserted that everything came from sex.
And finally up popped Albert Einstein who was certain that everything was relative.
