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Liberation from Bonded Labour
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AM took sides with the weakest people of this region, namely the Irula Tribals, as early as 1987. We have been with them in all their little struggles for very basic things of life like small plots of land to put up huts to live and drinking water and such.
But until today, despite persistent efforts by various organizations and the tribals themselves, nothing much has happened to cheer about. The Govt. blindly refuses to recognize even their identity as tribals and denies them the Community Certificates. All because, they are a minuscule minority and useless in electoral politics.
These unfortunate tribals, driven long ago from their natural hilly habitat haven't found their ground yet in the plains. They remain bonded slave workers in rice mills, stone quarries and brick kilns. With the small resources at our disposal, we have been freeing atleast 30 families from bonded labour each year. At the same time, we have been trying to empower them with knowledge sharing, by promoting common income generation activities using their traditional skills in health and drugs and by asserting their identity through their unique culture and belief systems.
Activities in 2005
Retaining their Lands
In Bhoodhur village of Madurantakam Taluk, there are 25 families of Irulas. Each of these 25 families had acquired 1.5 acres of wasteland which they had been cultivating for many years. This land was their only support for survival. Last year, they applied for patta, that is, legal ownership for this land. For a long time, there was no word from the Govt. Unexpectedly, they received a notice to vacate the lands in the beginning of 2005.
Of course, SAM had to intervene and organize a mass agitation on 9h Feb. 2005 at Madurantakam. Mr.P.Shanmugam, State General Secretary of the Tamil Nadu Tribals Association led the struggle. Now the tribals are continuing their farm works in the 40 acres of lands as usual, though legal ownership has not yet been given.
Agitation to get Basic Livlihood rights
Irula people are the sons of the soil but without any rights. They never get basic amenities. There is no any guarantee for their lives. To assert their rights with the Govt., SAM organized a rally and agitation at Kancheepuram on 15.03.06. Above 700 Irulas took part in this rally. Mr.G.Karunakaran, the president of SAM led the rally. Mr.P.Shanmugam,   General   Secretary   of   TN   Tribals'

Association also participated. At the end of the agitation 500 petitions were given to District Revenue Officer in the Collectorate. During the rally, the Irulas participated with their traditional instruments of work and music and also with snakes. This drew the attention of the public to the grievances of Irulas.
Mr. Thangavel, Mr.Durai
Coordinator
As a result of this agitation, the Government organized a public grievance day for the tribals on 04.06.05 at Kancheepuram in the presence of Mrs.Kannagi Bakkiyanathan IAS, Director of Scheduled Tribes Welfare in Tamil Nadu. On behalf of SAM 839 petitions were presented to her for action. As a result, 88 community certificates have been issued and other benefits have been assured. Other Activities in 2005
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HERBAL PLANTSNURSERY
TRIBAL DISPENSARY
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[image: image6.jpg]rulas have an abundance of traditional
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medicinal plants and naturopathy. Since
they are socially marginalized their
intelligence in this field was neglected.
Protecting traditional medical knowledge

and skills of producing healing drugs from

medicinal plants could help to develop the .

economical status of the Irulas.

And 50, SAM launched a Herbal Plants
Nursery and Dispensary on the national
highway GST Road, at Mamandur. This
dispensary was inaugurated by Mr.jonas
Thorrison, Director of ICA on 25.02.05.
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W Toassert the identity of Irulas as Tribals
W To gain social dignity for the Irulas

W To give employment to atleast 50 tribal families and
increase their income and economic status

W To protect the traditional medicinal skills and culture
ofthetribals

B To provide cost effective and harmless drugs for the
rural poor.

B Tosave lives of people bitten by poisonous snakes.
In the Herbal Nursery, there are over 30 varieties of

medicinal plants and 40 varieties of medicines. Our
dispensary is already well known for healing snake bites and




skin diseases. People travel even from Chennai city to be treated here.
About 50 tribal families of this district, collect medicinal herbs and roots from the forests and fields, bring them once a week to our center. They are paid according to the rare quality of the herbs and their quantity. Thus, they earn a decent income for their families even as they practice and protect theirtraditional skill.
The green herbs and roots are dried and powdered at the dispensary and packed in clean surroundings. There are two expert tribal doctors or medical practitioners who look after production of the herbs in the nursery and in
dispensingdrugs.
Mr. Venkatesan Mr. Mani
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Tribal Doctors
