[image: image1.jpg]SAM info

vt

2004 - 05




[image: image2.jpg]g ws : ’a}' .:-
S SR e





A word from the Secretary
In the twenty years of existence of the Social Action Movement (SAM), there were many turbulent periods when we had to face the wrath of the upper caste landlords, criminal politicians, land grabbers, legal battles, police action, imprisonment and so on. But no period was more disturbing to us than the year just gone by.
As one of our long-standing funding partners suddenly withdrew support in the midst of our serious socio-political involvements, we were stranded with severe financial constraints. It is to the credit of our staff with their indomitable spirit that we continued our works unflinchingly. Though we were suddenly short of half our usual finances, no programmes were dropped or reduced and no staff was asked to quit. But they worked without any remuneration for more than six months, and in fact, they rose to the occasion and worked more than before, bringing laurels to the organization and benefit to the poor.
For instance, our work with child workers at Kanchipuram drew such international attention that the BBC made a story on our work. Our innovative way to empower children through organizing Children's Parliaments was so attractive that major national newspapers made extensive stories on them as you will see reported inside.
We have always been known as a Land Rights NGO and rightly so, for even in the past year we retrieved 270 acres of land in two villages from land grabbers in favour of 65 backward class families and 25 Irula tribal families. Thanks to dwindling external support, we have begun to work seriously with various government departments, like the Departments of Tribal Welfare, Labour
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We have always been known as a Land Rights NGO and rightly so, for even in the past year we retrived 270 acres of land in two villages from land grabbers in favour of 65 back​ward class families and 25 Irula tribal families.
Welfare and the Life Insurance Corporation. You will read in the pages inside on how we work with them and bring lasting benefits and security to the rural poor.
Dalit Murasu, our monthly magazine, perhaps suffered most due to financial problems of last year. Again, thanks to the committed staff who worked without any remuneration for nearly a year, the magazine was published without any break. Paradoxically, it is in this difficult year that Dalit Murasu received an international award for excellent subaltern journalism and SAGE publications selected it as one of the very few value-based journals and of high political ethics in India.
Thanks to the jolt we suffered last year, we had to make some radical changes in our administration. We have a completely new Executive Committee with highly qualified and serious personalities as members, a new Project Officer and a new Principal for our community college. All these and more changes to come, we hope will bring zest to the organization and to our target people, the marginalised masses.
We wish to place on record our deeply felt gratitude to our friends and partners who stood by us in our difficult days, and showed extraordinary understanding, the Icelandic Church Aid and Misereor. We are also thankful to the State Social Welfare Board, our Executive Committee, our staff and other supportive friends.
Fr. P. B. Martin Secretary
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= Liberation for Bonded Child Workers
= Children’s Parliaments
= Preparatory Schools
= VIDHAI, monthly magazine

25  Programmes for the Youth
= Kanchi Community College

= Employment Facilitation & Career
Guidance

31 Programmes for the Marginalised
= Human Rights Trainings & Interventions
= Community Banking & Security Schemes

37 Relief & Rehabilitation
= Rehabilitation of Tsunami Victims

41 Programmes for Tribal Development i
® Liberation from Bonded Labour I
= Herbal Plants Nursery & Dispensary
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45 Dr. Ambedkar Centre L‘_
= DALIT MURASU, Monthly Magazine h
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